
GEORGE HARRIS 
 

Thomas George Harris  known as “George”, was the fourth of five 

children, born in Adelaide on 22nd August 1884 to Charles and 

Adelaide Harris.  At age 34, in September 1919, George married Alice 

Smith, 30 in Christ Church in North Adelaide. 

In 1915 at age 30, George enlisted and served with the 9th Light Horse 

Regiment 11 to 14 Reinforcements from October 1915 to February 

1916. 

On discharge and return to South Australia, George took up soldier 

settler Blocks 441 and 607 on Lobban Road, near Monash, in 1918.  

The property was directly above the very noted “Lone Gum” of which 

Lone Gum and Monash had begun its township under. 

The property George was allocated and leased from the State 

Government, consisted of 14 irrigable acres on the bottom side of 

Lobban Road and 18 dry acres on the top side.  It was a red sandy loam 

soil, perfect for planting fruit trees and a vineyard. 

In 1918 clearing of the land had begun and a 10,000 gallon water tank 

constructed.  Sixteen chains of vermin proof fencing had been erected 

and a thirty one chain lime and concrete water channel laid.  Fruit trees 

and vines had been planted, totalling 2¾ acres of trees, 10¾ acres of 

vines and a half acre of fodder.  Plantings were mostly oranges and a 

few mixed trees and currants, doradilla and sultana grapes. 

By October 1920 the block was growing well. They had 110 orange 

trees, 60 apricot and 60 peach trees with a variety of other fruit trees 

here and there along with 12½ acres of vineyards.   They also had some 

livestock, two horses, one milking cow and 17 chickens in the yard. 

About 2 miles west of George’s block, there had been reported 

problems with salt, meaning plantings, especially vines were not 

thriving in the soil.  A number of other soldier settlement fruit blocks 

further over in the district part of Glossop, near Winkie, weren’t doing 

so well due to salt problems too.  Sadly, many of these “blockers” had 

to walk off their properties due to the salt in the soil.  

Between 1919 and 1921, a 4 roomed concrete residence was built 

along with brush stables.  The house was needed because in 1921 

George and Alice’s first child was born, a son Victor Leslie, followed by 

daughter Margaret Jean in 1923.   Then in 1924 another son Wilfred 

John (Bill) added to the family.   

Bill, his wife Lil and some of their five children continue to live in Berri 

today.  Bill was a very active community member, involved in many 

businesses and committees in Berri. Margaret left the area when she 

married a farmer and moved away to the South East of South Australia 

and sadly Victor passed away very young from a tumour, leaving a wife 

and small child. 

George lived and worked on Block 441 on Lobban Road for many years, 

passing away from a heart attack in 1942 at the relatively young age of 

56.  Alice lived on the property for many more years, actively involved 

in the community assisting with Girl Guides, Red Cross and the 

Anglican Church.  She passed away in 1983 at the age of 94. 
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